WCRS 102.1 and 98.3 FM

Central Ohio's only community radio station 

All contributions to WCRS are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. 
WCRS - the only local radio station with multiple programs featuring local music/musicians, celebrating Columbus' voice as a musical/cultural powerhouse.

WCRS - Columbus' home for Pacifica Radio, a national network of over 100 affiliates, and the local source for its award-winning news program Democracy Now!
WCRS - the only Central Ohio media source penetrating the Central Ohio Somali population, possibly exceeding 80,000 people.  This is a very important community resource because the population overwhelmingly does not speak or read English.
WCRS - 24/7 web presence with streaming offering limitless influence.
WCRS - featuring 66 hrs./wk. of locally produced content, including music, news and public affairs, plus Somali, Spanish, and French language programming. 
WCRS - broadcast area reaching 1 million residents.

Listener  Demographics 

Based on a study by the OSU Fisher College of Business 
 

- College educated 

- More likely to work in a white collar position (business, university, government)

- Urban

- More likely to support local music and arts 

- Concerned about the environment

- More likely to drive smaller fuel efficient cars, use bicycles and take public transportation

- Strong sense of personal and social responsibility       

- More likely to be politically engaged

- Interested in healthy eating 

- More likely to seek alternate medicine providers
- More likely to regularly meditate and do yoga
- More likely to seek alternatives to mass media 

For program descriptions & schedule, 

plus more visit our website at wcrsfm.org

Coverage area of WCRS FM 
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With WCRS' transmission tower on Morse Rd. and the translator station rebroadcasting from Marble Cliff, our signal can be received throughout most of Central Ohio, reaching our target audience.
What is underwriting?
Underwriting is assistance in the form of money, goods or services provided by businesses, governmental offices and not-for-profit organizations in support of general or specific WCRS programming. Underwriting provides operating funds for WCRS, strengthens WCRS' and the sponsor’s image within the community and provides opportunities for sponsors to showcase their work and support for our programming.

Underwriting Procedures

All individual and shared underwriting announcements are limited to a maximum of 30 seconds, but may be less.

Announcements must be in compliance with FCC and WCRS rules regarding underwriting and approved by the designated staff member. Both the underwriter's representative and the WCRS representative must have signed the Underwriting Agreement.  

WCRS/Simply Living reserves the right to refuse sponsorships that conflict with the mission and purpose of the station and/or Simply Living and/or are in violation with known law or FCC guidelines
WCRS/Simply Living is not responsible for extraordinary circumstances such as flood, lightning, war or other events beyond our control that may prevent us from airing the contracted acknowledgements at the schedule indicated.  WCRS/Simply Living will, however, endeavor to make up for any missed acknowledgements in a timely manner.

WCRS Underwriting FAQ 

When does the announcement air? At the beginning and ending of the specific program 

When do I pay? The easiest way is to pay now. Payment must be received before the first spot is aired.

Can we make a deal? All changes to rates must first be approved by Jayme Richards, Development Coordinator, including all in-kind donations. 

Is my spot heard on the WCRS web stream as well? Yes! All announcements are streaming live on our website at wcrsfm.org.
How does the price compare with public radio stations? On average a spot on WCRS is ¼ the cost of local NPR spots. 

Is my payment tax deductible? Yes, Simply Living, to whom WCRS is licensed, is a 501(c)3 organization.

Who produces the announcements? WCRS does. However, you are always welcome to participate in their production, and we love to hear new voices on the air.

Can I get help writing the announcement? Yes--Jim Maneri can help you develop the perfect announcement. 

Is the spot exclusive? No, if you would like an exclusive spot please contact Jayme Richards at the Simply Living office. 

Underwriting Guidelines

Announcements may NOT contain:

· Comparatives or superlatives (better, biggest, most, cheapest);

· Price information, either by an amount, discount, rate, or "free".

· A call to action which contains words such as "stop by", "call", or "visit".

· An inducement to buy, sell, rent or lease. Inducements to buy would include "Sunday special", "bonus", "first six months free", "buy one get one".

· Specific events if they are for-profit.

Announcements MAY CONTAIN:
· Legal or recognized name of the underwriter, hours, web address, location(s), telephone address, email address, length of time in business.

· Underwriter’s product or service line by generic trade name. Brief, objective descriptive phrases are permitted. Usually such language would be limited to a product or services origin (i.e.: Chinese food), its intended use (i.e.: insurance for seniors), form of delivery to customer or method of preparation (i.e.: bottled water, draft beer) or product content (i.e.: wool suit, stainless steel)

· An underwriter's slogan as long as it does not promote. 

Sample: 

WCRS’ broadcast of Democracy Now! is made possible by support from Sample Donor Organization, providing tax assistance services for families and businesses in the greater Columbus area for 35 years.  

Suggested Templates:

WCRS’ broadcast of program name  is made possible by support from Your name or organization. A description of your business or organization in 15 to 30 words. 

WCRS’ broadcast of program name is brought to you by a sponsorship grant from our friends at your organizations name.  A description of your business or organization in 15 to 30 words.

